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Abigail La Vecchia, piano - 2008 Winner 

Images, Première Série (L110) Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 
Reflets dans l'eau (Reflections in the Water) 
Hommage à Rameau (Tribute to Rameau) 

 
 

Piano Sonata No. 30 in E major, Op. 109  Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) 
Vivace. ma non troppo 

Prestissimo 
Andante molto cantabile ed espressivo 

 

Recital Program 

Clarinet Sonata No. 2 in Eb Major, Op. 120 Johannes Brahms (1833-1897) 
Allegro amabile 

Allegro appassionato 
Andante con moto -  Allegro 

 
 
Première Rhapsodie  Claude Debussy (1862-1918) 
 

 intermission     

Devin Diaz, clarinet - 2013 Winner 

Dr. Martha Schrempel 
piano accompanist 

 

 

clarinet calmly above a chromatic, churning Styx. The finale builds on a 6/8 time theme and 
set of variations, the fifth revisiting the gloomy realm of Eb minor introduced in the second 
movement of this German romantic music.  

Première Rhapsodie 
Debussy wrote this piece between December 1909 and January 1910 for the Paris 
Conservatoire as part of the entry requirements for clarinet students. Although written 
originally for just clarinet and piano, Debussy later transcribed it for solo clarinet and 
orchestra. This piece showcases the extremes of the clarinet technique. It combines both 
long artistically musical phrases with frantically fun flurries of notes, making this work a very 
popular choice for the virtuoso clarinetist that audiences around the world enjoy.  

 

program notes by Robert G. Premecz 

 

 

About the Accompanist 
Martha Schrempel, piano, is a graduate of Vassar College and the Juilliard School 
in New York, where she studied with the legendary piano teacher, Rosina 
Lhevinne; she also received a Doctor of Musical Arts from Temple University. On 
the occasion of her debut at Carnegie Recital Hall in New York, The New York 
Times wrote of Ms. Schrempel: she is "a pianist of taste and technical finesse.  
Everything she played had a warm, intimate tone and a textual transparency. 
Debussy. . .was brilliantly handled as a diamond-hard study in sonority." As a 
soloist and accompanist to both singers and instrumentalists, Dr. Schrempel has 
appeared in such festivals and series as the Beethoven Festival in New York, the 
National Gallery of Art Chamber Music Series in Washington, DC, the Moravian 
Music Festival in North Carolina, and Musikfest in Pennsylvania. She has played 
with Robin Kani, flutist, on National Public Radio, and has concertized widely in 
the U.S., Caribbean, and Europe. Dr. Schrempel has toured the Czech Republic 
four times with New York-based Poetica Musica, performing in several 
international festivals, including the South Bohemia and Janácek festivals; she has 
also performed and given master classes in Bulgaria and Albania through State 
Department-sponsored tours. Dr. Schrempel is principal keyboardist in the 
Pennsylvania Sinfonia Orchestra, a member of the Satori chamber music group, 
and on the piano faculty of Bethlehem’s Moravian College, where she received 
the T. Edgar Shields prize for outstanding studio teaching. 
 

  



 

 

About the Music 
Images, Première Série (L110)  

Claude Debussy produced six piano compositions in two books in 1905 and 1907 
entitled Images each with visual titles that paint tones of mood over images. When he 
sent the first set off to his publisher, he confidently wrote: ““With no false vanity, I 
believe that these three pieces are a success and that they will take their place in the 
literature of the piano, on the left hand of Schumann, or the right hand of Chopin, as you 
like it.”  

Reflets dans l'eau (Reflections in the Water) 
Like many of Debussy’s finest works inspired by water, this first piece uses repetition and 
increased complexity within the chordal melody that compares to dropping pebbles in a 
pond and seeing their hypnotic interweaving pattern of ripples. He composed it in 1905 
within three days while in Eastbourne just after completing La Mer. In fact, both share the 
same D flat major tonic key and utilize related motifs. Reflets ingeniously uses abundant 
arpeggios for dramatic effect as it builds to a solemn, quiet use of resonant chords and 
its three-note motif reminiscent of a scene that just passed by.   

Hommage à Rameau (Tribute to Rameau) 
Debussy does not quote Rameau but instead writes in a baroque form, the sarabande, as 
a way of honoring a master whom he revered. A sarabande is an old, stately sixteenth 
century dance, and this highly developed one in G sharp minor dances gravely. With a 
opening theme announced in octaves, Debussy proceeds to develop many complex and 
impressionistic harmonies as the work spans the entire keyboard and its full dynamic 
range from triple piano to double forte.  

Piano Sonata No. 30 in E major, Op. 109  
Ludwig van Beethoven dedicated this piece composed in 1820 to Maximiliane the 
musically gifted daughter of his long-standing friend, Antonie Brentano. This piece 
presents a very intimate harmonic contrast to his previous large scale work No. 29,  the 
Große Sonate für das Hammerklavier and even contains lyric melodic ornaments 
elements that hint of Chopin. Although it may feel like two balanced movements, it 
contains three movements with abundant melody and motifs that reach their full 
potential within the final movement. Unlike other sonatas of the period, its last 
movement employs a theme and six variations that ends like it began, quietly fading the 
opening chorale.  

Clarinet Sonata No. 2 in Eb Major, Op. 120 
Johannes Brahms wrote this piece when 61 years old in 1894 after taking note of the 
remarkable playing of clarinetist Richard Mühlfeld, whom he befriended in his later 
years. He deferred his 1890 announced retirement to write four final works all featuring 
the clarinet as the star. As a showcase for the enchanting sounds and tonal colors of the 
clarinet, this Eb Sonata begins with a noble “amabile” sense of passionate friendship 
between the two soloistic parts. The fierce scherzo of the second movement floats the 

 

 

The Friends of Music 
Discovering Excellence in Young Musicians 

www.friends-of-music.org 

The mission of The Friends of Music, founded in 1928, is to encourage 
students of music who live or study in the Lehigh Valley to strive for excellence 
in musical study and performance, fostering their growth and confidence.   

Each year The Friends of Music sponsors a competition to choose the 
Outstanding Young Artist of the Lehigh Valley.  This annual competition began 
in 1966 to encourage the development of serious young students of music. 
The Friends of Music rewards the winners with a cash prize and a public 
performance. This year, no young student met our criteria for the 2017 
competition, so instead we reached out to former winners to present today’s 
encore performance. 

Thanks to the generous gifts from our contributors, The Friends of Music 
continues its mission to identify young talent and to help support the 
performance of fine music in our community. In 2017 began a new program of 
grants to schools that will allow them to expand and enhance their music 
programs.  This year we are happy to announce three grants: 

 Fountain Hill Elementary School will create the Fountain Hill Bucket 
Beaters of about 25 students who will learn to read music and drumming 
techniques. 

 William Penn Elementary School will enhance its music program and 
annual concerts through the purchase of new beginning method books 
and incorporating boomwackers, a percussion instrument, into classroom 
instruction to facilitate a students’ understanding of music. 

 Donegan Elementary School will create a string instrument program by 
providing instruction to 8 students and repair 4-5 violins, 2 violas and 1 
cello and purchase Suzuki music books. 

The students and the staff are very excited about these new music 
opportunities and thank our donors for their loving support. 

The Friends of Music cooperates in partnership with the Moravian College 
Music Department. 

 



 

 

About the Past Winners 
Abigail La Vecchia, 2008 

Abigail LaVecchia is a collaborative pianist and teacher based in Philadelphia. 
She earned her Bachelor of Music degree in Piano Performance in 2012 from 
Temple University's Boyer School of Music, where she studied with Charles 
Abramovic. In addition to her solo repertoire studies, she became an active 
collaborator, playing in the university's orchestra, wind ensembles, and 
contemporary ensemble, as well as performing in many chamber music 
recitals. 

She is accompanist for the Pennsylvania 
Girlchoir and organist and choir 
accompanist at Morrisville United 
Methodist Church. She teaches piano at 
Friends Select School in Center City, 
Philadelphia, where, beginning this winter, 
she is also Lower School music teacher. 

Abby lives with her husband, Patrick and 
dog, Wolfgang, in South Philadelphia. She 
plans to begin a Master of Music degree in 
Collaborative Piano in the fall of 2017 as a 
student of Lambert Orkis. 

 

 

 

 

Devin Diaz, 2013 Winner 
 

Devin Diaz began playing clarinet at the age of 11 and started private 
instruction his senior year of high school with Christine Caiazzo. Throughout 
his high school years, Devin participated in a number of ensembles such as 
wind band, various choirs, and pit orchestras, all of which helped excel his 
musical growth. Before entering his collegiate career, Devin received the 
“Semper Fidelis Award” for musical excellence issued by the United States 
Marines Youth Foundation and the Marine Corps League, the Stroudsburg 

 

 

 

Music Department’s “Ralph S. Harrison Instrumental Award”, and the 
Stroudsburg Music Department Award. 

Devin attended Moravian College in August 2012 and graduated May 2016 
with a Bachelor’s of Music with a concentration in Education and Clarinet 
Performance. During his time at Moravian, Devin had the privilege of 
studying classical clarinet with Dr. Deborah Andrus. He also received the 

opportunity to study jazz clarinet with 
Tony Gairo and Sean O’Boyle. 
Throughout his collegiate career, Devin 
played in a myriad of different ensemble 
settings in a variety of roles. In the Spring 
of 2013, Devin was selected as the first 
prize winner for the Friends of Music 
“Outstanding Young Artist’s Competition. 
He was also selected as the Moravian 
College’s Concerto Competition Winner 
where he performed Carl Maria von 
Weber’s Concertino for Clarinet with the 
college’s wind ensemble in February 2014. 
Devin also won the Moravian College 
Concerto Competition in Spring 2014 and 

did a world premiere performance of Mike McAndrew’s Clarinet Concerto 
“Vision’s Unbroken” with the Moravian College Orchestra the following 
November.  

Outside of competitions, Devin appeared as a clarinet soloist with Moravian 
College Big Band and played Artie Shaw’s rendition of “Star Dust.” In 
addition, Devin has also performed regularly as a soloist at the College Hill 
Moravian Church, played Assassin’s with the Allentown Civic Theater, 
Ragtime with Blacksheep Production, and other shows in Bethlehem and East 
Stroudsburg.  

Devin currently teaches for the John Marshall School in the School District of 
Philadelphia. In this role there, he serves as the school’s K-5 Music Teacher 
and Choral Director. In addition to his work as an educator, he also plays 
regularly in Bethlehem and Philadelphia, and hopes to continue his musical 
work in and outside of his teaching situation. 


